
 
 
 
 

January 2017 (Issue 4)  

     
Believing in a world of  
       Possibilities… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

BPS News 

A very Happy New Year to you all. I hope you all enjoyed a peaceful and fun-filled 
Christmas! It is lovely to be back and welcoming in 2017 with the children, who are 
all eager to get straight back into their learning! 

This term we are looking forward to further developing our ‘irresistible curriculum’ 
so that it enables our children to be ‘critical thinkers’. Each year group will be 
offering their children learning opportunities, which not only teach new skills and 
knowledge, but are also underpinned by talk, discussion and debate around our 
school values – diversity, trust, respect, creativity, curiosity and kindness. 

We are excited to welcome back two companies into school this month to entertain 
us with their dramatic productions and interactive shows. We throughly enjoyed 
the return of Entertainingly Different with their newest production. This year, once 
again, we are pleased to offer a group who introduce Shakespeare to Years 5 and 
6. The children will study and perform a play for the rest of the school.  

I wish you a successful and happy start to 2017. I hope you and your families find 
all you hope for as we start another new year. Please do remember to share your 
views and get involved in anything on offer this term. The new Parent Forum group 
is being discussed this term and we hope to see some of you there. Your views 
and the relationships we have with you are vital to a continually improving school. 

We love to see you here enjoying your children’s acheivements and sharing in the 
school events at BPS. Thank you for your ongoing support and interest in all we 
do. 

Debbie Brown   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a really great month, Debbie          
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Upcoming BPS 
Events 

Have you put them in your diary? 

 Fri 6th Jan  
Swimming Lessons 
start for 3R, 5C & 5E 

 Mon 9th Jan  
Y5/6 Shakespeare 
Day 

 Wed 11th Jan 
    Y2 Learning Session 

for Parents (SATS) 3-
4pm 

 Fri 13th Jan  
Y4 Cake Stall 

 Fri 20th Jan 
Class 2D Assembly 

 
 
 

      
 
      

   

NEW CLUBS  
Look out for the following 

NEW additions to the 
clubs booklet… 

 

Lego 
Animation & 
Movie making 
Nature club 

and check out all your 
old favourites too… 

 
 
 

This month’s news is a look back at the last month at BPS and all 

the super events and celebrations that took place…Enjoy     

Playground development news coming in the next 
newsletter – some unexpected funds and how plans 

are coming together … 
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New Reception 2017 
Don’t forget you need to apply for your place 

through Dorset County Council Admissions Team.  
You MUST apply even if you have siblings here at 

BPS  we look forward to welcoming you. 
Closing date is 15

th

 January 2017 for more details go to 

www.dorsetforyou.com/schooladmissions or  

talk to Karen in School Office 

             
Year 5 and 6 made goodies for the Christmas fair and ran their stalls all evening to bring in extra school funds. A massive £2,300 was 
raised on the night – thanks to the whole school community. The hall and outside area were packed – the whole community came! 

 

Panto club put on the ‘Surprising Hero’ to an audience of 
parents, friends and the rest of the school. The acting was 

superb and the children from Years 3-6 entertained with their 
energy, enthusiasm and a script written by themselves and 

their teachers. Against all the odds, the panto went ahead to 
rave reviews! Thanks go to ALL who helped make it happen… 

 

Year 5 visited Peelers Court and 
Sydney Gale to entertain the 
residents with carols. The children 
were delighted with the feedback 
and the residents loved having 
them in to bring Christmas cheer.   
  
The children were so full of stories 
when they returned and have 
asked to go back and see their new 
friends in the spring term.  

 

Reception Nativity was an absolute delight – the 
children presented to school and parents their 

version of The Christmas Recipe - with 13 of the 
youngsters off with chicken pox the cast had a few 

gaps but understudies took centre stage to 

rapturous applause. It was truly magical! 

The fab team that make lunches happen! Vacancies currently on this team - 

please see Roger in the office … we prepared over 260 Christmas dinners!  

http://www.dorsetforyou.com/schooladmissions
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Seeing our values in action…. 
CREATIVITY  

Our inspirational training on January 3rd on ‘values’ has led to 
reinvigoration of some creative learning opportunities in school. 

Ask staff about our ‘storytelling curriculum themes’  

A note from our governors … 
Those parents fortunate enough to have seen the BPS panto this year will share 

with me the sheer joy and warmth of this terrific show. I sat with two school 

governors who were stunned to hear that the panto was conceived, written and 

performed by children, supported by dedicated staff, as an after-school club. It 

stands out to me as one of the best pantomimes I’ve seen...it really was that 

good...oh yes it was!  

A few days later I had Christmas lunch with a group of Y5 children, including 

some of the stars of the show. Talking about their experience they explained 

more about how ideas had been generated and characters developed by the group, 

all volunteering to attend the panto club. I was struck by their enthusiasm and 

passion for the project. Clearly they had all benefitted hugely, strengthening 

language and communication skills and that sense of community that can only 

come from a shared experience that tests and rewards all in the group.  

Learning in the classroom is key to acquiring skills, concepts and knowledge. 

BPS offers so many opportunities to breathe life into this learning through real 

experience. My New Year’s Resolution is to try something new; a challenge to 

test myself and excite my curiosity. I’d encourage every child at BPS to do the 

same. Look for the extra-curricular opportunities the school provides in the arts, 

sport, drama and music. Reach out and have a go...you never know where it may 

lead you.  

Happy New Year from all BPS Governors  

David Powell  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                    
Our final event of the term was the Year 6 VE Day parade. This wonderful celebration brought together the terms work on WW2 and the 
children showcased learning from the topic. They danced in the jitterbug style, cooked food from the day, sang in full costume to a hall 
packed with families and showed off their superb projects. Truly an historical moment to enjoy! Well done Year 6 …we loved your enthusiasm.                                           

 

PE kits … PE is a compulsory part of the curriculum. We ask you to 

encourage the children to take greater responsibility for themselves particularly 
in upper KS2 so that a kit is ALWAYS in school for their lessons. ALL children are 
expected to take part in PE lessons and have kit in school so they can fully 
participate. At secondary school children will be given detention for having no kit! 
We ask that you support your child in having their kit ready and in school so they 
can develop good organisational habits. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 

All Goals lead to…truly great  
teaching & learning 

So how do we ensure fabulous learning is stimulated regularly?  

We invite others to inspire us and the children in the 
form of musicians, artists, actors, authors and we give 

the children opportunities to learn and grow these 
skills for themselves. We believe passionately in 

active learning opportunities.  
Yrs 5 and 6 will be seeing, learning and performing 

Shakespeare this week: sparking what we hope will be 
an interest in this talented historical figure and his 

works. 
 Yrs R-4 will be entertained by our friends from 

Entertainingly Different who have over the years 
inspired our Panto club. This has been booked to 

stimulate writing and inspire our youngsters to 
continue to act, sing and dance for pleasure. It is also 

VERY funny and we do like a good laugh!  
 

 
 

 Thank you so much 
We raised some serious money 

during November and December 
thanks to your generosity. 

 

Christmas Fair £2,300   
Collections at shows and 
carol singing for Julia’s 

House £360    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Fundraising continues into the New 
Year for the Y6 parent fundraising 
group. At last count £1,767 had 
been collected. What a fabulous 

total …looks like we will be having 
that special trip after all. 

 

Please park responsibly 
around the school and 
local area, thank you. 



 

Spring/Summer 2017 – Term Dates / Bank Hols / Non-Pupil Days 

Spring Term Commences - Wednesday, 4th January 2017 

Non Pupil Day - Friday 10th February 2017 

February Half Term - Monday, 13th February – Friday, 17th February 2017 

Easter Holidays - Monday, 10th April – Friday. 21st April 2017 

May Day Hol – Monday, 1st May 2017 

May Half Term – Monday 29th May – Fri 2nd June 2017 

Finish for Summer Holidays - Friday 21st July 2017 
 

DATE ACTIVITY (who) Additional Info 

Wed 4th Jan Entertainingly Different – Perform Panto to School Years EYFS – Year 4 

Fri 6th Jan Swimming Lessons start @ BLC for Classes 3R, 5E & 5C Every Friday till Easter Hols 

Mon 9th Jan Y5/6 Shakespeare Day  

Wed 11th Jan Primary Cross Country Race @ Colfox 12.45am 

Wed 11th Jan Y2 Learning Session for Parents (SATs) 3.00-4.00pm 

Fri 13th Jan Y4 Cake Stall 2.45pm front of school 

w/c 16th Jan Y2 & Y6 assessment week  

Fri 20th Jan Class 2D Assembly Parents welcome 2.15pm in Hall 

Tues 24th Jan Class 5c to Safewise, Weymouth Day Trip to Safety Centre 

Wed 25th Jan Class 5E to Safewise, Weymouth Day Trip to Safety Centre 

Fri 27th Jan Class 2M Assembly Parents welcome 2.15pm in Hall 

Wed 1st Feb Y3/4 Production to Families 6.30pm in Hall 

Thurs 2nd Feb Y3/4 Production to Families 1.45pm in Hall 

Fri 3rd Feb Y3 Cake Stall 2.45pm front of school 

Fri 10th Feb Non Pupil Day / Staff Training Day SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS 

Half Term (Mon 13th Feb – Fri 17th Feb 2017) Children return to school Mon 20th February 
 

Look out on our notice board for updates and news of school events taking place each week. 
 

A regular note about safeguarding …. 

If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our pupils please contact the school 
to speak to Debbie Brown (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Debbie Russell or Jane Delany (Deputy 
DSLs). The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us all.  

 
Please note that our Family Support Worker (Marian Smith) can be contacted direct via School Mobile 
07514 430379.   
 

A regular note about attendance …. 

It is vitally important that your child attends school regularly to ensure they access their education fully.  
We will not authorise term time holidays unless in exceptional circumstances. 
The DFE now stipulate that below 90% is unacceptable in any school year and that schools should 
respond proactively with families whose attendance falls below this level.  We will always be open to 
supporting families who request help with their child’s attendance. 

 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support in all that we do.  

Debbie Brown  
Debbie Brown (Headteacher) 

BPS News                    Important dates for your diary                                 page 4 of 4     

Bridport Primary School 
St Andrews Road – Bridport – Dorset - DT6 

3BJ 

Phone: (01308) 422846 

Email: office@bridport.dorset.sch.uk 

 


