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BPS News 

Hello and welcome to spring. I feel entitled to say that as we have seen some 
sunshine in recent weeks and are surrounded by daffodils and snowdrops: it 
really does feel like spring might just be round the corner.  

As you know my favourite school moments come in all shapes and sizes. This 
newsletter highlights a few of the most recent school moments: I will never stop 
being excited by our young people and their talents. This month we celebrate 
music, sports, creativity and exploration of our local area.        

BPS is never boring and you will never hear us say ‘that was a quiet week!’. It is 
no wonder the staff stagger into the staffroom at hometime each evening for a 
cup of tea. But be rest assured they are back to think of new opportunities the 
very next morning. It is a good time to remember that we have a fabulous team 
here and a very dedicated group of adults who genuinely want what is best for 
your children. I am very proud of all they do and how hard they work to ensure 
that we are continually improving outcomes for our youngsters. We will always 
ask ourselves ‘How can we be better?’ Your ideas are a welcome addition to our 
own internal reflections so please do share them with us. The questionnaires 
we will hand out at the Parent Consultations will help us to hear your views, 
please post them in the box in the entrance hall before the Easter break.  

I wish you all a fabulous Easter holiday, when it comes, and may the sun shine 
on you wherever you are. Debbie Brown       
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Upcoming BPS 
Events 

Have you put them in 

your diary? 

 Fri 24th March – Comic Relief 
Day/Non Uniform Day 
 

 Sat 1st April – Friends Easter 
Egg Hunt (12 – 2pm) 
 

 Thurs 27th April – Y4 Big 
Swing Event 
 

 Fri 28th April – Y3 out to 
Lyme Regis Fossil Festival 

 
 

Commonwealth Day – March 13th 2017 

      
Mrs. Forsey, Mr. Powell and I had the pleasure of accompanying some year 6 
pupils to a very special event in Bridport on Monday. For the second year we 

were invited to be part of a Commonwealth Day celebration that had at its heart 
the unity of nations across the globe. We felt privileged to be part of this event.  

The View From Bridport were there to capture the occasion.   

Thank you so much for attending the Fairtrade Café on Friday 24th February 
– those of you who came will know it was VERY busy. We had a super week 
learning about Fairtrade across school and the café was a great opportunity 
to celebrate all the work done and goodies made. Look out, on the website, 

for even more photos of the event…Well done and thank you everyone. 
 

       

A really warm 
welcome to some 

NEW children joining 
us in the next few 

weeks… 
 

Rowan – 5C 
Honey – 6U 

Zoe – 3R (after Easter) 
Fayth – 5C (after Easter) 

Kerri-Anne –1K (after Easter) 
and Nova joining us in May 

in 6B 
 

We are delighted to welcome you 

into the BPS family  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                         
  

 
  
 
 
 
  

BPS Sports update… 
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 Parkour comes to BPS! 
Yes you heard right! We are working with the team from Dorchester 
and Poole to deliver a 6 week programme for our older pupils here.  

The sport aims to build confidence, 
determination, self-discipline and self-reliance, 

and responsibility for one’s actions. It 
encourages humility, respect for others and for 
the environment, self-expression, community 
spirit, and the importance of play, discovery 

and safety at all times. 

TOP TIPS for creating 
effective learning – by Yr 6 

1. Have a quiet, purposeful 
atmosphere 

2. Tool-kits (maths and 
English) – they help a lot! 

3. Focusing on quality not 
quantity 

4. Having time to edit and 
improve our work 

5. Listening to each other and 
respectfully 
suggesting…’even better ifs’ 

6. Every lesson, learn a new 
skill and add it to all your 
others 

7. Having to explain what you 
have learnt to another 
person helps  

8. Using our learning targets 
as goals to achieve 

9. Using 6Rs to power our 
learning  

10. Asking questions! 

 
We hope other year groups can use 
some of these to help them improve 

too… 

This year’s Kenway cup team are once again doing us proud as they play with skill and show the teamwork that has so far 
enabled them to play excellent football games. It is wonderful to see a couple of young girls in the team alongside their 
male peers. We are in the early stages of this hard fought annual competition so watch carefully to see how we do… 
 

Last weekend we sent a team of Y5/6 pupils to the Leisure Centre for the inter school tournament of TAG Rugby. Every year 
the event proves to get better and better with strong teams from around the West of Dorset represented. Mr. and Mrs. Gale 
happily support the training of our team. We enjoyed the sportsmanship and camaraderie of the day and those who watched 
were seriously impressed with the way our team played – they went all the way to the semifinals again this year!  
 

Gymnastics  club is full to bursting with 30 delighted youngsters joining Mrs Gale and Mrs Dyke each Thursday afternoon. Some children were 

dissapointed at not making it into the club as it was so oversubscribed! Currently we are joined by an ex-pupil and Colfox student who supports the 

staff. Each week the group focus on the skills of sequencing, vaulting, balance, floor work and overall presentation. In July we will enter three teams 

into the competition held in Beaminster where children will get the chance to share their skills and potentially bring home a medal.        

A Gentle Reminder  

Wearing the correct school uniform is an important indicator of 
RESPECT and we encourage the children to take responsibility 

for good personal presentation. Occasionally we have to remind 
children to wear the appropriate footwear or jumpers. Please 
help us to maintain standards by checking your children have 
the correct items of clothing. Thank you very much for your 

ongoing support in this area.   
 

BPS Goal number 2 – ARTS  
‘Music is alive and heard everywhere’  

We love to sing here; you can hear children singing all around the school. 
From the choir to the classroom - voices are joined in unison; music is a 

central part of who we are. The Year 4 Guitar concert was a superb 
demonstration of the way musical instruments are also a part of our offer. 

What a delight to see young musicians growing in school. The Minerva 
celebration showcased young musical talent beautifully and reminded us 

all of the way we can be lifted through song, drama and dance.    
 

     Seeing our values in action…RESPECT 
Taking a group of young people to the Commonwealth Day celebration in 

Bridport this week highlighted the respectful attitudes of our youngsters. What a 
delight to share in a celebration with local dignitaries and say together the 

declaration that unifies us across the common world. How much more important 
is it that we are teaching our young people about respecting others in a climate 

so filled with unrest. It made my heart sing to see them in this role.    

BPS Easter Fair is 
coming soon… 

Eggciting 
opportunities! 
Eggcellent fun! 

Eggstremely yummy! 
Eggspect laughter! 

April 1st @12 O’clock 
     

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwikr4nqvdjSAhWBrhQKHfvYDukQjRwIBw&url=http://supersimplelearning.com/quotes/&psig=AFQjCNF7kUV21ce8NOJEHGMrOneHbju22A&ust=1489666358097340
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Musical excellence and talented youngsters… 

 

Phase 1- is paid for and planned for the Easter holidays – look out for the NEW tarmac pathway up to the outdoor 
classroom. This will allow us to use this area more and to access nature’s hidden delights on the top field more easily. 
Phase 2- We are fundraising for a Willow Hide at the top of the tarmac path and a new pond on the area above the 
long playground – lots of funds needed. We have a ‘Just giving’ page which can be found at 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kidsOutdoors and are arranging other events to raise money. We would 
love you all to get involved…Our next community day has been booked for Saturday 6th May – pop it in the dairy  
This will be a chance to ‘attack’ the grounds again as a united team and improve it further for our youngsters.  
Phase 3- We will be focusing on the Upper Ball Court – with plans to improve the facilities for football, netball and 
other ball games. Fundraising will be key over the next couple of years … we will take it one step at a time! 
 

A note from our governors … 

I’m sure that it can’t have escaped your notice that, like all 

public services, English state schools are under enormous 

financial pressure this year. Mrs Brown and governors are 

beginning to grapple with the implications of this at BPS. 

We are determined that this does not affect your child’s 

education, but we need to be creative in finding solutions to 

a situation unprecedented in my lifetime. We are caught 

within a ‘perfect storm’ of cuts across education, social care 

and health, all affecting the development and wellbeing of 

every child and family across the country.  

At BPS we are very grateful at this time that we are a school 

within a tight Bridport Trust of schools. We do not come at 

this problem as an isolated school, but as a member of a 

team, supported by local leaders in education, business, 

finance and care. I find it a privilege to live within the 

Bridport community. I believe that the vast majority of our 

town citizens accept their responsibility to nurture and 

support the young people that grow up around us. There is 

an African saying, ‘It takes a village to bring up a child.’ 

Well, never has this been more relevant. We’ll all need to 

play our part as citizens of our local community to grow 

creative solutions to respond to government policy that feels 

very distant from our small rural town.  

David Powell (Chair of governors)  
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Parental Consultations 
We look forward to welcoming you to our parental 

consultations on the 21st and 23rd March. We hope you 
will make the most of the opportunity to gain updates on 
your children’s progress and to see their work in books. 

We ask that you also take the time to complete a 
questionnaire while you are here. Please drop them in the 

box in the hall or Reception by the 7th April so that they 
can be included in our annual self-review. 

 

OOPS! 
Twice last week we have been alerted to parents using 

bad language, loudly on the school playground. 
Please remember this is a place for children and this 

language is not appropriate in any way.  

Year 4 entertained us last week 
with their superb Guitar concert. 
They delighted the audience with 
renditions of Drunken Sailor, Count 
on me and Um Gallie. They sang as 
they played to a busy hall and 
showed us how much they had 

learnt in 9 short weeks- brilliant!   

Our gorgeous Reception children pop on their wellies and explore the local area… 

Playground 
Development 
Where are we? 
What’s been 
happening? 
What next? 
Thank you to 
all who have 
donated so far! 

Thank you so much to the Year 6 fundraising 
team who have secured enough money to 
send Year 6 to London for £10! They will be 
seeing the Lion King and going on the London 
Eye and enjoying a meal in the Big Smoke! 
                       Brilliant news! 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kidsOutdoors
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/our-school/
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/noticeboard/
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/childrens-work/
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/pupils/
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/index.php
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/events.php
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/friends-of-bps.php
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/archive.php
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/classnews.php
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/IntheNews/index.php
http://bridport.dorset.sch.uk/news/esafety.php


 

 

Spring/Summer 2017 – Term Dates / Bank Hols / Non-Pupil Days 

Easter Holidays - Monday, 10th April – Friday. 21st April 2017 

May Day Hol – Monday, 1st May 2017 

May Half Term – Monday 29th May – Fri 2nd June 2017 

Finish for Summer Holidays - Friday 21st July 2017 @ 2PM 
 

DATE ACTIVITY (who) Additional Info 

Wk bg 20th March Comic relief noses being sold in classes  

Tues 21st March Parents Evening 3.30 – 6.00pm 

Thurs 23rd March Parents Evening 5.00 – 7.30pm 

Fri 24th March Comic Relief Day / Non Uniform Day Cake Stall at end of day 

W/C 27th March Friends stall selling Easter Egg decorations in preparation 
for Easter Egg Hunt (at end of school day) 

Any donations of biscuits/cakes to 
school office  Friday 31st March or 
on the Saturday gratefully received 

Sat 1st April Friends Easter Egg Hunt (decorate egg and fancy dress 
competition) Hunt for eggs, Stalls and Refreshments 

12.00 – 2.00pm at School 

Tues 4th April Y6 Parents Learning Session (Spelling) 2.30-3.00pm 

Thurs 6th April Y6 Parent Learning Session (SPAG) 2.30-3.00pm 

Fri  7th April Last day of Spring Term Normal end of day  

Easter Holidays (Mon 10th April – Fri 21st April) Children return to school Mon 24th April 
Wed 26th April Y5 Art Workshops pm 

Thurs 27th April Y4 Big Swing Event Tri-Golf at Colfox, details to follow... 

Fri 28th April  Class 1P assembly 2.15pm in the school hall 

Fri 28th April Y3 out to Lyme Regis Fossil Festival Day Trip, details to follow… 

Wed 3rd May Y5 Parent Learning Session (Resilience)  2.30-3.00pm 

Mon 8th – Thurs 
11th May 

Year 6 SATs Details to follow soon 

 
Look out on our notice board for updates and news of school events taking place each week. 

 

A regular note about safeguarding …. 

If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our pupils please contact the school 
to speak to Debbie Brown (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Debbie Russell or Jane Delany (Deputy 
DSLs). The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us all.  

 
Please note that our Family Support Worker (Marian Smith) can be contacted direct via School Mobile 
07514 430379.   
 

A regular note about attendance …. 

It is vitally important that your child attends school regularly to ensure they access their education fully.  
We will not authorise term time holidays unless in exceptional circumstances. 
The DFE now stipulate that below 90% is unacceptable in any school year and that schools should 
respond proactively with families whose attendance falls below this level.  We will always be open to 
supporting families who request help with their child’s attendance. 

 
Thank you for your continued support in all that we do.  

Debbie Brown  
 
Debbie Brown (Headteacher)  

Bridport Primary School 
St Andrews Road – Bridport – Dorset - DT6 3BJ 

Phone: (01308) 422846 

Email: office@bridport.dorset.sch.uk 
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Take a look at our website  

www.bridport.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bridport.dorset.sch.uk/

