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BPS News 

A very warm welcome to May. This month’s edition is full of summer adventures as 
we celebrate the environment, trips and visits. It is that time of year when every 
class is learning outside and coming back in with news of bugs, camps and 
treasures discovered in the undergrowth. 

Year 6 will soon be celebrating the end of SATs and looking forward to their much 
anticipated day trip to London and PGL residential. Year 4 are off to Harrow House 
this week and Year 5 are busy preparing for the delights of Magdalen farm. All of 
these experiences add huge value to the ongoing curriculum in school. 
Unexpected lessons are learnt and children always come back having achieved 
something they didn’t believe they could do before they went; these are fantastic 
opportunites.  

Our whole school curriculum week is set to be a festival of colour this year. The 
focus is on our school value of DIVERSITY and will take us on a trip around the 
globe in a creative way. Look out for more news of this and how you can celebrate 
with us.  

So bring on the summer, we are ready for you and all the exciting possibilities you 
hold in store. See you all at the many events planned over the next few weeks. 

Have a really great month, Debbie            
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Debbie Brown (Headteacher)  
Jane Delany (Deputy Headteacher)  

Upcoming BPS 
Events 

Have you put them in your diary? 

 w/c 8th May – Y6 SATs 
week.. 

 Wed, 10th May – Y4 
Residential to Harrow 
House, Swanage 

 Sat, 13th May – Spirit 
of Bridport parade 

 Tues 23rd May – New 2 
You Stall 

 Wed, 24th May – Y6 
Day trip to London 

 

 

                            
 
       

     
 

    
 

     

  

FABULOUS 
BPS 

COMMUNITY 

DAY 

The school community came together in full force once again… 

We now have tidy beds; a new pond area and willow hide!  

Thank you if you came and helped. We are delighted 
with our new features. The pond and willow hide will 
evolve over the next few weeks…keep an eye out for 
developments. To contribute to funds for our grounds 

please visit  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kids outdoors 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiaoLy-293TAhWlLMAKHT47B0MQjRwIBw&url=http://www.howweelearn.com/quote-about-nature/&psig=AFQjCNEnioL14lVEfDwiSqe0RjlQMWshvA&ust=1494244127722385
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/kids%20outdoors
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What is coming up from the Friends of BPS? 
Look out for…  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The FOBPS allow us to have the ‘treats’ and additional activities 
we can’t afford alone …  

 

 Young Authors in Year 5 
Four of our year 5 girls were delighted to hear 

today that they are having poems published in 

a new book of Dorset poetry. 

Alice Butler, Bekah Hughes, Molly Rayner 

and Kara Sayers have all written poems that 

have been chosen to go into Dorset Dreams to 

be published later this summer. 

We will purchase the new poetry book 

when it is out – look in the library. 

Well done girls     

 

Parent Questionnaire responses 

We had 81 responses this year. Thank you for taking the time to 

complete the forms and return them. 

Headlines show we are doing rather well in your eyes… 

 100% say we are friendly and welcoming   

 97% say the school is well led and managed   

 99% say children are encouraged to work hard and do their best    

 99% of you know how they are progressing    

 99% say teaching here is GOOD    

 99% are happy with the way they receive information 

 100% of you are happy with the choice of school  

An area we will continue to explore further with you…  

 What bullying is…what constitutes this… and how it is managed 

when it inevitably does occur and support for all parties. Over 

this term I will be seeking advice from the anti-bullying alliance to 

further upskill our team and see what more we can learn to 

develop our work in this area. There is always more to learn… 

 

Once again our most improved areas are how well informed you feel 

about the curriculum and how well your child is progressing here. You 

remain impressed with the quality of teaching and the welcome you 

receive. 

The responses are shared annually with governors and information gained 

is built into the following years improvement planning cycle. This helps us 

to ensure we are listening and taking your views seriously. 

 

 

Good Luck to our year 6 
pupils taking SATs tests this 

week – we think you are 
brilliant regardless of how 

well you do. 
We know you will be the very 
best you can be! We are very 

proud of ALL of you. We 
don’t need tests to tell us 
you are special individuals 

who add value to our 

community      

Year 3 experience the wonderful Fossil Festival in Lyme Regis 

They 
explored 
the fossils 
and made 
new (but 

rather odd 
looking) 
friends! 
It was a 

great day 

all round.  

We are so 
lucky to 
have this 
amazing 
coastline 
on our 

doorstep. 
Year 3 

really think 
so too…  

school 

Disco 

Summer 

Fair 
Yr 6 leavers 

Evening 

celebration 

Playground 
development
s 
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Year 1 pop to Groves … 

   
 
 
 

   

A note from our governors … 
 

Plants grow towards light, stretching themselves so leaves can maximise the 
energy needed to photosynthesise, or feed themselves. Children and schools do 
likewise. Schools train 'spotlights' of learning on children. Many of these are 
determined by government and they are not always wisely controlled. For example, 
a recent development at GCSE means that Oracy, or ‘Speaking and Listening’, is 
not now a formal component. Our government has switched off this spotlight, and 
yet they are fundamental skills that underpin all other learning. We, along with all 
good schools have not! 
 
Last year our school entered and won the inaugural Bridport Primary Youth Speaks 
competition. School governors supported Mrs Brown in preparing pupils for this 
event. It is a debating competition that pits teams of three pupils from a number of 
schools together where they speak on a chosen topic. They also have to be 
prepared to ask questions and answer them, so demonstrating & honing key 
speaking and listening skills. We enter a team of our older pupils again this year. 
The competition, however is only one of the huge number of strategies engaged by 
BPS to ensure all children from YR to Y6 grow and strengthen these key skills. 
 
BPS prides itself on determining its ‘spotlights’ through a clear understanding of 
how children learn socially, emotionally, artistically, physically and academically. It 
is what makes our school so rich, allowing all children to be the best that they can 
be. At all of our meetings, the governors are provided with reports of pupil learning 
well beyond the purely academic. They add colour to our school, allowing 
governors to understand the rich and diverse spotlights provided that allows all 
children to flourish. 
 
David Powell (Chair of governors)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Powell (Chair of Governors) 

 

BPS SPORTING NEWS……. 
PARKOUR has arrived at BPS and we are delighted! Year 6 were offered the chance to trial this new sporting offer and took it 
up willingly. Dan and Danny are leading a 6 week course in the school grounds exploring the exciting world of FREERUNNING 
or Parkour as it is sometimes known. The team are based in Dorchester and Yeovil and have some pretty superb stories to tell 
about their exploits around the country. Check out the website for further details particularly if you have an active youngster 
who might fancy a go! If this course goes well, we will be inviting the team to run further courses in the new school year… 
this could be the start of a rather wonderful partnership. Did you know Parkour is now an Olympic event?   

I was delighted to see so many of our youngsters represented at Bridport Rugby club last week at the awards night. It is so good to see our young 

people committing so fully to sports and being recognised for demonstrating such respectful attitudes and talent on the rugby field.  
Tennis featured this week too – 4 young Year 3 players took us through to the semi-finals after their superb performance at 
Colfox last week – well done team. We look forward to watching your next steps …   

Achieving our GOALS  
Focusing on the school and local community  

In our three-year plan for this area we said we would: 

Year 1 (2015/2016)  Year 2 (2016/2017) Year 3 (2017/2018) 

Improve how we 
share learning 
with families. 

Blog and share 
on Twitter. 

Develop parental 
workshops across the 

school. 

Initiate an ‘active’ 
parent forum. 

 
Improve and update 

our website. 
So how are we doing? 

The recent questionnaire responses show that you are impressed with how much 
we are now sharing and how much you know of what your children are learning – 

we are really pleased with the developments here. 
Every class is now Blogging or sharing on Twitter – if you are not following these 

please do so … it is great fun and a brilliant way to keep up to date. 
Every year group now offers parental workshops termly in key areas of the 

curriculum – attendance at these is growing and feedback positive. There are 
more to come in the new school year.    

A parent group met last term and will do again this term to continue to explore the 
parent forum possibilities. This will be up and running from September 2017 – 

look out for this if you want to be involved.   

  
 

 

 

  NEW Reception 
families 2017 

We are delighted to share that we have a 
FULL house for RECEPTION 2017 with a 

couple of people waiting in the wings 
having chosen us too!  

 
We can’t wait to meet all of our new 

youngsters and their families over the next 
few weeks. 

Let’s make them VERY welcome at BPS, I 
know they will love being a part of our 

school and that you will all embrace these 
new members of our family.  

 
If you have a new little one joining us, then 
all relevant information is on its way to you 
over the next few weeks. – welcome back 

to existing families and thank you for 
choosing us all over again!    

 
 
 
 
 
 

They enjoyed a gorgeous day learning about 
plants in the spring sunshine … 

  



 

 

2017/18 – Term Dates / Non-Pupil Days 

May Half-Term/Bank Holiday – Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June 2017 (return on Monday, 5th June 2017) 

Finish for summer holidays – Friday 21st July 2017 @ 2.00pm 

Return for autumn term – Wednesday 6th September 2017 

Autumn half term break – Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October 2017 (return on Tuesday 31st October) 

Non Pupil Day – Monday 30th October2017 

Non Pupil Day/Parent Consultations – Friday 1st December 2017 

Finish for Christmas Holidays – Friday 15th December @ 2.00pm 

Christmas holidays – Monday 18th December – Tuesday 2nd January 2018 (return Wednesday 3rd January 2018) 

 
DATE ACTIVITY (who) Additional Info 

10th-12th May Y4 Residential to Harrow House, Swanage  

Wed 10th May Y1 Phonics Session for Parents 3.15pm 

Thurs 11th May Y1 Phonics Session for Parents 9.00am 

Sat  13th May Spirit of Bridport Parade 2.30pm (Gundry Lane to Millenium 
Green via South Street) 

Wed 24th May Y6 Day Trip to London  

Mon 15th May YR Hearing Tests – School Nurse here  

Wed 17th May Meeting for Y6 Parents (London Trip) 3.15pm 

Fri 19th May Y1 Cake Stall 2.45pm front of school 

Fri 19th May Class 3C Assembly 2.15pm in Hall (Parents Welcome) 

Tues 23rd May New 2 You Stall (second hand school uniform) 8.30 -9.15 front of school 

Fri 26th May Class 1K Assembly 2.15pm in Hall (Parents Welcome) 

Thurs  8th June Meeting for Y5 Parents (Magdalen Trip) 5.00pm 

Fri 9th June Bingo Night in Aid of Playground Fund Doors open 6.30pm, Eye Down 7.00pm 

Wed 14th June Parent Forum Workshop 3.30pm 

Thurs 16th June Bags 2 School Collection Before 9.00am front of school 

Mon 19th June Tempest Photographer on Site  Class Photos, Leaver Photos 

19th-21st June Y6 Residential to PGL Torquay   

Fri 23rd June FOBPS Summer Fete 6.00-8.00pm 

28th June New 2 You Stall (second hand school uniform) 8.30-9.15 front of school 
   

Look out on our notice board for updates and news of school events taking place each week. 
 

A regular note about safeguarding …. 

If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our pupils please contact the school 
to speak to Debbie Brown (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Debbie Russell or Jane Delany (Deputy 
DSLs). The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us all.  
 

Please note that our Family Support Worker (Marian Smith) can be contacted direct via School Mobile 
07514 430379.   
 

A regular note about attendance …. 

It is vitally important that your child attends school regularly to ensure they access their education fully.  
We will not authorise term time holidays unless in exceptional circumstances. 
The DFE now stipulate that below 90% is unacceptable in any school year and that schools should 
respond proactively with families whose attendance falls below this level.  We will always be open to 
supporting families who request help with their child’s attendance. 

 
Thank you for your continued support in all that we do.  

Debbie Brown  
Debbie Brown (Headteacher) 
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Bridport Primary School 
St Andrews Road – Bridport – Dorset - DT6 

3BJ 

Phone: (01308) 422846 

Email: office@bridport.dorset.sch.uk 

 

Take a look at our website  

www.bridport.dorset.sch.uk 

http://www.bridport.dorset.sch.uk/

