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BPS News 

Welcome to our November news, it is so busy in school we have hardly a moment 
to breathe between exciting activities.  

The rememberance assembly the week before last, with our wonderful children, 
lifted spirits and bought a glimmer of light to the darker winter days. We shared a 
view on TRUST and were joined by the fantastic Andrew Evans to reflect with us 
all. The respect and reflectiveness shown by your children was hugely visible in 
their singing, their silence and their warmth. 

I am always VERY proud to be here but it is great to be reminded of the brilliance of 
young people collectively celebrating important events. With Armistice Day and 
Children in Need and The Power of Good (antibullying campaign) coming in this 
month, we have had three great opportunities to witness the desire the children 
have to be a part of something ‘bigger’. They really love to help others and think 
about how to make changes to the lives of other young people. 

Last Friday was a day full of spotty madness with Children in Need fun and 
frolics…thank you for the cakes and donations. A special congratulations goes to 
Maddy (5C) and Will (3R) who raised £200 doing their own sponsored swim, 
fabulous!   

The curriculum continues to thrive …we move from The Stoneage to Egyptions, 
from Space to Vikings, continue to delve into War Time Britain and meet 
Superheros in full costume! Who wouldn’t love being in a primary school; you just 
never know who is lurking around the library! 

I hope you have had the chance to follow us on Twitter (Years 4,5 and 6 are up and 
running and @sports_bps is busy tweeting). Class blogs are full of up to date 
happenings; do take a peek and see what we’ve all been up to.  

The Playground Working Party have met to intitiate plans and fundraising has 
begun. Keep an eye on what we have in the pipeline over the next year or two. The 
ideas that came in from the home learning challenge have all been considered as 
part of our initial conversations.  

The Christmas Fair this Friday evening is the start of festivities in school and will 
begin to get us ‘in the mood’ for all the Christmas events to follow. We hope to see 
you all enjoying the stalls, visiting Father Christmas and sampling seasonal 
goodies! A whole school Christmas letter is coming your way so you can be ready 
for parties, carols, posting cards, the nativity and visits from a very special 
gentleman in red!   

Enjoy all you are up to at this time, Debbie Brown                
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Debbie Brown (Headteacher)   
Jane Delany (Deputy Headteacher)  

Upcoming BPS 
Events 

Have you put them in your 
diary? 

   Thurs 1st Dec 
     Bags2School Collection 

Drop off bags by 9am 
(school car park) 

   Thurs 1st / Fri 2nd Dec 
Parent Consultations 

  Wed 7th Dec (9.15am) 
EYFS Nativity to Parent 

   Wed 7th Dec 
Flu Immunisation Day 
(Y1, 2 & 3) 

 
 

   

    

    

      
 
 
 

 

 

The whole school went ‘spotty’ for children in need! 

     

Thank you for your support and contributions      
               

‘There are so many 
good people here 
helping our boy, 
we are really 
lucky’  
(Year 5 dad overheard in 

a corridor this week) 

Don’t forget to book 
your child’s 

Christmas Lunch! 

Thank you @bps_y6 
for having me! Such 
lovely kids and 
great ideas for 
stories! 
(A tweet by Elen 
Caldecott – author who 

visited school this week)    
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Earlier this month we were visited by Tim Crabtree and 17 

international mature students from the Schumacher College in 

Dartington who came to see the schools solar panels in action. We 

were also joined by Pete West from Dorset Community Energy, the 

company who installed the panels and Alison Jay, our Eco Schools 

Officer. Members of the Eco –committee did a fantastic job, talking 

to the students and answering their questions. Well done to Tom 

Gurd, Hollie Bird, Roland Ross and Patrick Longland. Thank you also 

to Alison who gave us a demonstration of how solar panels work 

using models she has developed. I am delighted to say that we are 

going to have the opportunity to loan these models. They will be a 

super learning resource to share with our children and help them 

to fully understand how solar panels work and why the energy 

produced in this way is so clean and environmentally friendly. I 

would also like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to 

the team of parents who have been working so hard in the school 

garden. Building on all the fabulous improvements that were made 

on our Community Day, we now have a leaf mould cage, a deep 

bed free of knot weed and repairs have been made to our sheds. 

There are plenty more jobs and ideas in the pipeline and we are 

very keen to hear from anyone who would like to join the team. 

Please leave your details at the school office and I will contact you. 

Many thanks, Sally Rowe 

 

 

 
 
 
 
    

 
 

 
 

 

 

Staff Maternity and absence  
Thank you to the BPS staff team 

who have rallied and gone the 

extra mile to ensure a smooth 
and robust teaching & learning 

expereince whilst other staff 

members have been unwell, or 
have been on maternity leave. In 

January we welcome back Mrs 

Fowler (Reception), Mrs Rumens 

(cover teacher) and Miss Molloy 

(Year 2). Mrs LeGassick rejoins 
our team after February half 

term where she will join the lovely 

Mrs Day in 4D.  

 

  New Reception Tours  
It has been my absolute pleasure to 

meet so many NEW families over 
the last few weeks. I have been 

delighted by the positive 
comments and recommendations 
from existing families – thank you 

for your support and for telling 
others about what we do here.  
Welcome to Sophia and Daisy 

joining us in Year 3 and Year 1 this 
month and welcome back to Ella 

(Yr5) and William (Yr1)   
 

Please send friends along for a 
tour of BPS for Reception 2017 

 

Playground Developments… 
Thank you for your home learning ideas  the NEW playground 
team have met and are considering where to focus the first round of 
developments. Fundraising ideas are being muted and the Friends 
group are donating 10% of everything made this year towards 
improving the playgrounds.  
We have opened our fund with a starting pot of £6,000 (£1,000 from 
FoBPS) which will allow us to start but won’t get us what we’d really 
like in the long run – any donations will be very gratefully received 
and we will be reaching into the wider community to see what funds 
we can draw in. Early discussions in our mixed stakeholder group 
were exciting and got us all ‘fired up’ and ready to go …      

We will share all our thoughts, designs and ideas along the way     

Children in Year 6 have been given the opportunity to become safe and 
competent cyclists by taking part in the FREE Bikeability course here at BPS. It is 
so important that children are safely using their bikes on the roads – the course 
begins this week on our playground – look out for the extra bikes in school.  

This will now be a regular feature of the year 6 curriculum each year.     

Level 1: Gives you the skills to ride your bike with excellent control and prepare you for riding 

on the road. You will be able to prepare for cycling, get on and off with control, ride and avoid 

objects, look behind and around safely and share space with other cyclists and pedestrians.   

Level 2: Prepares you to ride in single lane traffic and ride on the roads. You will be able to 

prepare for on-road cycling, be aware of hazards on the road, know where and when to ride and 

pass parked vehicles and side roads.   

Reception children go shape crazy … they found shapes everywhere! 

           
Year 1 go on a dragon hunt inspired by Sir David Attenborough… 

                       

  

They found 
bones and 
clues to the 
possibility 

of dragons…   
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Seeing our values in action…. 
TRUST KINDNESS  

The events this month have given us the ideal opportunities to explore these two values. 

THE POWER OF GOOD (anti bullying focus 2016) has enabled all children 

in every year group to look at how to treat each other well. Teachers have 
unpicked what makes a great friend and how we can treat each other with 

KINDNESS and TRUST our friends.   
Our Armistice Day was focused on TRUST and how important this is in life 

in general. We particularly thought about how much trust those who went to 
fight had to have in one another to keep themselves safe. 

Children in Need day gave us the ideal opportunity to explore KINDNESS 

once more. You and your children and the staff here contributed fully and 
showed huge kindness towards others in need.         

 

A note from our governors … 

 
 

Your child came home with a letter inviting you to consider 
nominating yourself or another parent to become a parent governor. 
Many parents I speak to describe the role as a bit of a ‘poison 
chalice’. The worry is about commitment and workload. Well I can 
reassure you that, while there is an expectation of commitment, it 
amounts to no more than five formal three hour meetings a year and 
a couple of visits per term to the year group that you ‘buddy’ as a 
governor. 
The reward...a sense that you are contributing a parent and family 
voice to our school governance, an opportunity to know your school 
better and to understand how we grow great teaching and learning. 
Mrs Brown is shortly to create a parent forum, to help her better hear 
the views of parents regarding strengths and development areas of 
your school. You would also be involved in this forum. Nominations 
need to be in our school office by 29th November. 
Want to know more and move beyond the perception? Email me on 
chair@bridport.dorset.sch.uk or catch our other parent governor Sal 

Spencer (children are x & y in classes...) on the playground. 
 
David Powell (Chair of BPS Governors) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    

         

 

Parent Learning Workshops 
These are up and running everywhere – have 

you been to any in your child’s year group? 

 

Proving to be very popular across the 

school our ‘Parent Workshops’ are 

enabling parents to ask the questions 

they’d like answers to; learning at 

home is better supported through 

knowledge. 

 

If you haven’t managed to get to one 

yet do try and take a look at what is 

coming up for your child’s year group. 

 
We would also welcome suggestions for future 

Parent Learning Workshops in each year group. 
Please do let the teachers know what you would 

like to learn more about. 
The more we share the more we collaboratively 

support your child’s learning journey. .          

 
 

Y4 battled each other and the weather at Maiden Castle to consolidate learning about the Romans! 

      

The hail came down as the Roman army attempted to tackle the hill…Y4 learnt lots about how it might have felt to be 

in these conditions and facing the enemy coming towards them…they loved the artefacts and buildings.    

 

This week we shared the value of TRUST in our assembly for Armistice Day. 

The children were very respectful and reflected beautifully with Andrew 

Evans in the assembly and the two minutes silence held at 11am.  Well done to 

all our wonderful youngsters who took part in the town parade on Sunday, 

we are proud of you and the commitment you showed on this occasion.   

Some of Y6 joined other Y6 from the Minerva Learning Trust to 

create a mural for the refurbished LSI building in town. They loved 

working with an artist to get creative and share their designs. 
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2016/2017 – Term Dates/Non-Pupil Days 

Learning conversations / Non Pupil Day: Friday, 2nd December 2016  

Finish for Christmas Holidays: Friday, 16th December 2016 @ 2pm  

Return to school Wednesday, 4th January 2017 

February half term Monday, 13th February – Friday, 17th February 2017 

Easter holidays Monday, 10th April – Friday. 21st April 2017 

 
DATE ACTIVITY (who) Additional Info 

Fri 25th Nov Friends Christmas Fayre From 6.00pm 

Mon 28th Nov EYFS Phonics Play & Go Session 2.30pm 

Tues 29th Nov Hi Five Netball Competition (Indoor) Beaminster 

Wed 30th Nov Y6 Bikeability Course starts  

Thurs 1st Dec Bags 2 School Collection Drop off bags by 9.00am 

Thurs 1st Dec Parent Consultations 3.30-7.30pm 

Fri 2nd Dec Parent Consultations 10.00am-5.00pm 

Wed 7th Dec 
 

FLU IMMUNISATION DAY School Nurses Team Here 
to give FLU VACCINE to Years 1, 2 & 3 - Letters, 
Information and Consent forms were sent out on 18th 
November. 

Please ensure you complete consent 
form & return to school by Friday 
2nd December – Any Queries 
contact Karen in School Office 

Wed 7th Dec EYFS Nativity to Parents 9.15am in School Hall 

Fri 9th Dec Panto Club to perform ‘The Unlikely Hero’ to Parents 1.45pm 

Mon 12th Dec Christmas Parties (YR, Y1 & Y2) Details to follow 

Tues 13th Dec Christmas Parties (Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6) Details to follow 

Wed  14th Dec HOT CHRISTMAS LUNCH  Turkey & all the trimmings 
(veg option available) @ just £2.30, free KS1 children 

You must order you Christmas lunch 
by Mon 5th Dec to school office 

Thurs 15th Dec Y6 V Day Parade Parents Invited 2pm 

Fri 16th Dec Last Day of Term / Finish for Christmas Holidays 2pm finish 
 

Look out on our notice board for updates and news of school events taking place each week. 
 

A regular note about safeguarding …. 

If you ever have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of our pupils please contact the school 
to speak to Debbie Brown (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Debbie Russell or Jane Delany (Deputy 
DSLs). The safety of our young people is the responsibility of us all.  

 
Please note that our Family Support Worker (Marian Smith) can be contacted direct via School Mobile 
07514 430379.   
 

A regular note about attendance …. 

It is vitally important that your child attends school regularly to ensure they access their education fully.  
We will not authorise term time holidays unless in exceptional circumstances. 
The DFE now stipulate that below 90% (national 96%) is unacceptable in any school year and that schools 
should respond proactively with families whose attendance falls below this level.  We will always be open 
to supporting families who request help with their child’s attendance. 

 
 
Thank you for your continued support in all that we do.  

Debbie Brown  
Debbie Brown (Headteacher) 

Bridport Primary School 
St Andrews Road – Bridport – Dorset –  

DT6 3BJ 

Phone: (01308) 422846 

Email: office@bridport.dorset.sch.uk 

 


